[Trapped epidural catheter: reconstruction of computed tomography images].
A trapped epidural catheter without a knot is a rare complication. During placement of an epidural catheter for analgesia during labor, resistance made it impossible to position the catheter within the epidural space. A second catheter was inserted to provide the required analgesia. When the second catheter was removed, computed tomography (CT) revealed that the tip of the first catheter was close to the the right facet joint space. A second attempt to extract the catheter failed. In light of this situation, the patient was seated with the spine slightly bent to one side, a guidewire was inserted through the catheter lumen, and the catheter and guidewire were gently pulled; the catheter was extracted without causing the tip to break up. Three-dimensional CT reconstruction allowed the catheter tip and characteristics of the joint surfaces to be observed. We discuss protcols and alternative strategies that can be followed when an epidural catheter is difficult to remove, including the most appropriate images to use for guidance.